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Synopsis  
 
Once upon a time, long, long ago, there 
lived a rich business man who had two 
daughters, Bella and Stella. Bella is 
smart, brave, fearless and has a thirst 
for knowledge. Stella is jealous, vain, 
self-centered and cares only for parties 
and expensive things. 
 
When the father loses his way home 
one night, he happens across an 
enchanted palace guarded by a 
mysterious butler who generously 
offers him shelter. Upon leaving the 
palace, the father picks a rose from the 
garden. 
“For my daughter Bella” he cries, when 
suddenly before him stands a terrifying 
Beast. 
“You will pay for that rose with your 
life!!!” roars the Beast. 
Then the Beast reconsiders. 
“I tell you what…” he snarls, 
“I tell you what…” he growls, 
“I tell you what! You can keep your life, 
if one of your daughters agrees, to 
come, and take your place!” Snarling 
and howling and grumbling and 
growling. 
 
And so, begins an unlikely tale of 
friendship to true love, between Bella 
and the Beast, and the comical lengths 
Stella goes to, to undermine their 
happiness. 
 
Drawing inspiration from Cupid and 
Psyche and the Scarlet Flower, this 3-
actor, pantomime retelling of the 
fairytale classic Beauty and the Beast, 
features song and rhyme and stars 
Stella as the Pantomime Dame and the 
Beast as the Pantomime…Dude. 
 

Il était une fois, il y a très longtemps, un 
riche homme d’affaires qui avait deux 
filles, Bella et Stella. Bella est 
intelligente, courageuse, intrépide et a 
soif de connaissances. Stella est 
jalouse, vaniteuse, égoïste et ne 
s’intéresse qu’aux fêtes et aux choses 
matérielles. 
 
Un soir, le père s’égare sur le chemin 
de la maison et découvre un palais 
enchanté gardé par un mystérieux 
majordome qui lui offre un abri. En 
partant, le père cueille une rose dans le 
jardin. 
« Pour ma fille Bella ! » s’exclame-t-il, 
quand soudain devant lui se trouve une 
bête terrifiante. 
« Tu vas payer pour cette rose avec ta 
vie !!! » rugit la Bête. 
Puis la Bête revient sur sa décision. 
«Ecoute… » gronde-t-il. 
«Ecoute… » grogne-t-il. 
«Ecoute, tu peux garder ta vie, si l’une 
de tes filles accepte de venir prendre ta 
place! » dit-t-il en grondant, hurlant, 
grommelant et grognant! (C’est une 
Bête après tout!) 
 
C’est ainsi que commence une histoire 
improbable d’amitié qui évoluera en 
amour véritable entre Bella et la Bête, 
pendant que Stella s’échine 
absurdement à saboter leur bonheur. 
 
S’inspirant d’Amour et Psyché et de La 
Petite Fleur Ecarlate, cette pantomime 
interprétée par trois comédiens reprend 
le conte de fées La Belle et la Bête, 
avec des chansons et rimes et met en 
vedettes Stella et la Bête, personnages 
burlesques travestis.
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Scene by scene summary 
 

Prologue:  The curse 
When a selfish Prince and his faithful servant, Helga, refuse to give a 
penny to an old crone, they are cursed. The Prince is turned into a 
hideous Beast and only love can break the spell. 
 

Scene 1: Bella and Stella  
Meet Bella, a confident, strong and mature young lady, and Stella, her 
childish and self-indulgent sister. Their father is going on a trip to retrieve 
his booty and promises to bring back gifts. 
 

 

Scene 2: Pirates 
A group of rascal pirates plan to rob the father’s ship. 
 

 
Scene 3: Storm’s coming!  
The father arrives at the port to find his ship was 

sunk by pirates. He is ruined. 
 

 
Scene 4: Helga plays hostess 
Having lost his way, the father finds himself at the Beast’s castle, where 
he meets Helga. He makes himself at home but doesn’t notice the Beast 
lurking in the dark. 
 

Scene 5: The rose  
Upon leaving the castle, the father picks a rose for Bella. Just then, a 
terrifying Beast appears and threatens to kill him. The father begs for 
mercy and the Beast gives him the option of sending one of his 
daughters in his place, to live with him forever. In exchange, he will make 
the father rich again. 
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Scene 6: For all eternity 
The father goes home and desperately tells his daughters about his 
adventure. Bella bravely agrees to go live with the Beast forever to spare 
her father. 
 

Scene 7: Control your temper!  
Bella arrives at her new home and meets the Beast. Faced with his bad 
temper, Bella refuses to give in to his requests. 
 

 
Scene 8: Brussel sprouts  
Bella finally agrees to have dinner with the 
Beast and they start to bond over vegetables 
and their love of books. 
 

 
Scene 9: Dying  
Much time has passed and Bella confesses to a jealous Stella that she is 
in love with the Beast. When she learns her father is very sick, the Beast 
allows her to leave but warns her that if she doesn’t return in 3 days, he 
will die. 
 

Scene 10: Bella, you’re home!  
Bella returns home to take care of her father and agrees to stay at his 
side while Stella tries to steal everyone’s attention. 
 

Scene 11: The end?  
After 3 days, Bella goes back to the Beast and they profess their love for 
each other, hereby lifting the spell! 
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The story and adaptation 
 
 

 The original story of Beauty and the Beast was written by Gabrielle-

Suzanne de Villeneuve. It involved a ‘stupid’ Beast, who suffered from 

more than just his change of appearance. The Beast was a young prince 

who lost his father, and the queen left him in care of an evil fairy, who tried 

to seduce him when he became an adult; when he refused, she 

transformed him into a beast. 

 

Belle’s story reveals that she is 

not really a merchant’s daughter 

but the child of a king and a good 

fairy. The wicked fairy had tried to 

murder Belle, so she could marry 

her father the king, and Belle was 

put in the place of a merchant’s 

dead daughter to protect her. 

 

 

Apart from the Disney version, readers are most familiar with the tale 

by Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont (1711 – 1780), who turned it into 

a fairy tale. This tale reflected the social concerns and political changes 

happening in France at the time. 

 

The tale has many variants from all around the world but the themes 

remain: envy unrewarded, learning to love what may at first appear 

beastly. The story of Beauty and the Beast has inspired and entertained 

generations of readers, writers and artists and continues to do so today. 
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Come participate! 

 

This show is a pantomime. What is a pantomime? 

A pantomime is a British tradition of comedy theatre with music, 

contemporary references, and audience participation and is based on 

traditional children’s stories. In Bella, Stella and the Beast, there will be 

extravagant characters and cross-dressing! 

 

You will have the opportunity to exchange with the actors after the show 

and ask questions (about the play, acting…) You can also send your 

comments and questions to us by email later on and we will answer them! 

 

Audience participation: what to expect? 

The audience is encouraged to participate by singing and clapping along 

to the songs or shouting out to the actors at key moments. The audience 

is part of the fun so, come prepared! 

 

Exercise:  

Charades: the class guesses a word based on a person miming an object. 

 
Exercise: In a large empty area, children form a line. They are pirates on 
a ship. The teacher then gives a command and the children have to 
perform the activity associated with that command. 

Command Action 

Quarter Deck 
Run to a wall on the left side of the area. 

Main Deck 
Run back and form the original line in front of the 
teacher  

Man over board 
Three children pair up, 2 joining hands to make a ship 
and the 3rd in the middle with his hand above his 
eyes looking overboard for the fallen sailor.  

Submarines 
Children lie on floor with one leg raised like a 
periscope 

Shark Attack Lie on your back with one arm in the air. 

Hit the Deck Peer into the distance and shout "land ahoy!" 
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It’s a pirate’s life for me! Sing along 
 

Soundtrack  
 

It’s a pirate’s life for me, 
ho we sail the seven seas, 

with a yo he ho and a yarh-e-arh, 
it’s a pirate’s life for me! 

 
There is booty to be looted, 
there is booty to be found, 

there are vessels to be boarded, 
there are vessels to be drowned. 

We don’t take no lawman’s orders 
cos our life’s ruled by the sea, 

It’s a pirate’s life for me 
 

It’s a pirate’s life for me 
ho we sail the seven seas 

with a yo he ho and a yarh-e-arh, 
It’s a pirate’s life for me 

 
 

Adventure calls? Come sail with us. 
I’m Captain! Frank! He’s Hank. 

We’re family, our blood runs thick, 
so, if you dare to double cross me 

Oh, we wouldn’t do that 
I’ll make you walk the plank! 

 
It’s a pirate’s life for me 

ho we sail the seven seas 
with a yo he ho and a yarh-e-arh! 

It’s a pirate’s life for me 
It’s a pirate’s life for me! 

 
 

Learn the song and sing along at the show! 
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 Elements of the story 

 
A/ Drama vocabulary 
 

 
• Plot: the plan of action, the arrangement of events in a story.   
• Conflict: struggle between opposing forces. 
• Character: the people or animals who take part in the action 
• Point of View: the angle or perspective from which a story is told 
• Setting: where and when the action takes place 
• Theme: the message of the story.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B/ The themes 
 
Love 

Bella is beloved not because she's beautiful but because she's gentle and 
kind. The Beast earns her affection. But, there's more than just romantic 
love here. There's familial love, too. Bella and her father are devoted to 
each other, to the point where she actually trades places with him as 
prisoner in the Beast's castle. Love comes in many different forms, the 

story tells us, but it's always beautiful. 

 

Appearances 

Appearances can be very deceiving. Bella, beautiful inside and out, is 
more than she appears. Stella is as ugly inside as she is out. The Beast’s 

appearance changes with his kindness. 
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Sacrifice 
 
Bella starts off her adventure by sacrificing her freedom to save her father. 
The Beast has to learn how to do the same thing—to let her go free even 
though he loves her and doesn't have to—before things can be made right. 
Sacrifice is a pure and clear expression of love. 
 

Exercise: Discuss. 

• What does it mean to be one’s true self? 

• Why do people make judgments based on someone’s appearance? 

• How can you demonstrate love for another person? For yourself? 

• What is a fairytale? What do all fairytales have in common?  

• What do fairy tales teach us? 

 

C/ Challenges of the theatre 

The actors in this play act, sing, and dance. They tell the story as narrators 
and as characters. They change the scenery and music… The actors in 
this play are multi-faceted!  
 
Three actors will be playing many different roles. In fact, the story has 
10 characters! It will not always be the same actor playing the same role.: 
sometimes, two different actors will play the same character at different 
moments in the play.  
 
To make it easier to understand, the actors will use different props 
(accessories) to represent each character. This is a fun style to play and 
to watch, but it's also a big challenge! 
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Exercise:  

1. Encourage students to consider some of the challenges they might face 

when directing a live show on stage. Consider what the characters might 

wear, and how the world of the play would look, sound and feel. 

 

2. Ask groups to choose one of the challenges below and present their 

creative solutions to the class: 
 

 
 Think of a famous story and its characters, imagine that you only had 3 

actors to play all these characters. Choose a clear prop that can be 

shared between actors to represent each character of the story. 

 You are designing the costumes for Beauty and the Beast. Many 

characters in the story are part human/part object. How do they 

transform from object to human on stage? 
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Try these exercises! 
 

The exercises marked with require an empty space in which the group can 
sit in a circle and/or move around safely. 

 

A/ “Magic Mirror”  
 

1. Ask students to sit on chairs in a large circle. 
 

2. Call out “Magic Mirror, Magic Mirror, show me everyone…” and 

insert an appearance-based quality. (E.g.: wearing blue, 

everyone with ponytails, everyone who has black hair) 

3. Explain that all those who meet the description must change 

places in the circle. Whoever is left without a spot, calls out the 

next quality. 

 
Make a change: no longer is it an appearance-based 
quality, but it can be anything else. (E.g.: everyone 
who loves the color purple, everyone who has a pet 
rabbit, everyone who has moved houses more than 
once, etc.)  
 

4. Questions : 

• What did you learn about others in the first round of the game? 

• What did you learn about others in the second round of the game? 

• Which version of the game did you prefer? 

• Were you surprised about anything you learned? 

 

B/ “Objects”  

1. Divide students into groups of three to four. 

2. Assign each group a different object (Ex: car, TV, washing 

machine, etc.) and ask them to work together to create this object 

with their bodies. 

3. Ask them to share it with the entire class.  
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C/ Read the extract. Imagine other ways the old crone can 

convince the Prince. 

 

Prince sees lady and screams. 
 
PRINCE. Get her away! She’s hideous. Shoo! Shoo! 
OLD CRONE. Spare a penny for an Old Crone. 
PRINCE. Are you deaf? Shoo! Go on!  

 
D/ Complete the three lists with other synonyms. 
 
UGLY 
HIDEOUS 
… 

BEAUTIFUL 
PRETTY 
… 

STRANGE 
MYSTERIOUS 
… 

 

E/ Led by the nose  
 

Imagine strings are attached to various parts of your body. Move about 
the room led by that part. E.g.: right thumb, nose, knees, eyelashes… 
 

F/ Happy endings 

Write a different ending to the story. 
 
G/ Read the extract and act out this scene in pairs.  

How many different ways can you say each line? Think of other  
eccentric things to ask for. 

FATHER. I will bring you back a present. What would you 

like? You can have anything you want. The sky’s the limit! 

STELLA. A gold coin. 

FATHER. You shall have it! 

STELLA. No, a rare gold coin. 

FATHER. You shall have it! 

STELLA. No, a bag of rare gold golds. 

FATHER. You shall have it! 

STELLA. No, a big, gold, statue, of a monkey eating a banana! 

FATHER. You shall have it.  
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H/ Pirates 

 
1. Complete these descriptions with has got, hasn’t got, is, 

isn’t. 

 

He ……………….… tall and thin. 
He………………….. a beard. 
He………………….. a parrot. 
He………………….. a hat. 

 
 
 
 

He………………… one leg. 
He………………….short. 
He………………….a woman. 
 

 
 

2. Now you are a pirate captain. Draw and describe yourself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Name and describe your crew pirates: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

My name is………………….. ……………………………… 
I am…………………………………….. …………………… 
I have a………………. and a ……………………………… 
I love …………………………………………………………. 
I hate…………………………………………………………. 
I want………………………………………………………… 
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I/ Crossword  
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Crossword answers 
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After the play 
 
• Review 

 
1. Think about a character in Bella, Stella and the Beast. What are 
his/her character traits? How are you like the character? How are you 
different?  
E.g.: I am like Bella because I am… (adjective: beautiful, smart, 
patient) 
 
2. How did the music help tell the story?  
 
3. What feelings did each character show (joy, sorrow, fear, 
amazement, surprise, etc.)?  
 
4. What questions do you have (“I wonder.  . .”)? 
 

• Act out  

Divide your class into groups of 3 and let them choose a scene from 
the story and make a freeze frame of the scene. This is like a picture 
that they create with their bodies without moving. The others have to 
guess which scene it is.  
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Contact us 
 

 
For more information about shows contact Anne at: 

mail@drama-ties.com 
 
 
 
 

For information about the company and workshops, visit our website: 
www.drama-ties.com 

 
Drama Ties Theatre Company 

66 bis rue Albert 75013 Paris 
Association Loi 1901 – Siret : 428 178 727 00031 – Code APE : 9001Z 

Licence d’entrepreneur de spectacles (2ème catégorie) : 2-1070415 
 
 

Thank you to all the actors for their hard work and dedication. We 
invite our wonderful audiences to share this adventure with us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to photocopy for educational purposes only. 

mailto:mail@drama-ties.com
file:///C:/Users/Alexandra/Desktop/work/theatre/Snow%20White's%20Black%20Heart/www.drama-ties.com

	Table of Contents
	Synopsis
	Scene by scene summary
	The story and adaptation
	Come participate!
	It’s a pirate’s life for me! Sing along
	Try these exercises!
	F/ Happy endings

	After the play

